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Strangers and Pilgrims 


By Marion Matics 


MONG the many wonderful passages 
get the Bible, there are few more 

magnificent than the eleventh chap- 
of the Epistle to the Hebrews. “Now 
is the substance of things hoped for, 
evidence of things not seen. For by it 
elders obtained a good report. % 


the sacred writer continues with many: 


trations of that divine restlessness that 
e the Chosen People to many adven- 
s in the search for God. He mentions 
, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, 
h, Joseph, Moses, Rahab, and many 
rs, “so many as the stars of the sky in 
itude, and as the sand which is by the 
more innumerable. These all died in 
, not having received the promises, but 
ng seen them afar off, and were per- 
ed of them, and embraced them, and 
essed that they were strangers and pil- 
s on the earth.” 


‘or they declare plainly that they seek 
intry. And truly, if they had been mind- 
f that country from whence they came 
they might have had opportunity to 
returned. But now they desire a better 


country, that is, a heavenly: wherefore 
God is not ashamed to be called their God: 
for he hath prepared for them a city.” 

This habitual sense of being a stranger 
and a pilgrim upon the earth, seeking another 
country, a heavenly city, is named by a 
great key-word of Christian ascetical the- 
ology : Detachment. 

If you are just passing through the world, 
and do not really belong to it, then it cannot 
hurt you. If you are detached from the 
world, so that you can appreciate the good 
that it has to offer, but are not enslaved by 
it, then whatever happens, you are master 
of the situation, because you are essentially 
free from its entanglements. You will fear 
neither success nor failure. You will play a 
role, but not be mastered by that role. You 
will be secure, because your security does 
not depend upon earthly circumstance. You 
are merely a stranger and a pilgrim. You 
are merely passing through this world to a 
heavenly world. 

In Detachment is found the most prac- 
tical side of our religion. It is the basis of 
the carefree confidence expected of the faith- 
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ful Christian. It is one of the features which 
makes him different from other people; for 
he is secure—and no-one else is secure— 
for the only security is found in “the sub- 
stance of things hoped for, the evidence of 
things not seen.” 


Detachment is the thought that St. Fran- 
cis de Sales had in mind when he wrote 
these beautiful words: “Do as little children 
do... . Little children, who with one hand 
hold fast by their father, and with the other 
gather strawberries or blackberries along 
the hedges; do you, while gathering and 
managing the goods of this world with one 
hand, with the other always hold fast the 
hand of your heavenly Father, turning to 
Him from time to time to see if your actions 
and occupations are pleasing to Him, but 
take heed above all things, that ye never let 
go His hand, thinking to gather more; for 
should He let you go, you will never be 
able to take another step without falling.” 

Thus one is meant to be a stranger and a 
pilgrim, with no cause to fear for life over- 
much, but he must hold the Father’s hand. 


One man who knew this secret was a 


great Carthusian of the sixteenth century, 
a certain Dom Louis who was on his way to 
a meeting at La Grande Chartreuse. This 
famous monastery, since its founding in the 
eleventh century by St. Bruno, always has 
been noted for its inaccessibility. High in 
the French Alps, in a deserted place, sur- 
rounded by some of the most impressive 
mountains in the world, it can be reached 
only by following a long, winding, and ter- 
ribly dangerous mountain path. At some 
places this path skirts the edge of a great 
chasm; and in the sixteenth century, when 
the path was not as good as it is now, there 


It is so easy to trip along in the dance of 
desire; but further along where it is de- 
sire that dances with man against his will, it 
is a hard dance! It is so easy to give rein 
to passions—a daring ride one can hardly 
follow with his eyes!—until the passions, 
having taken the reins which were given 
them, sweep the man away on a still wilder 
ride, and the man hardly dares look where 
they are leading him! 

—Soren Kierkegaard. 


were many clefts and fissures and uncer 
places to pass. 

Dom Louis rode his horse up this tre: 
erous way, when suddenly the horse st 
bled, and horse and rider disappeared « 
the edge of the chasm. 

When the other monks heard of the 2 
dent, they hurried to recover the bod} 
their beloved brother. They ran down 
path, and looked over the dangerous ¢ 
and this is what they saw:—there — 
the horse munching grass, and there | 


Dom Lotis, sitting on a slab of rock, hol 


in his hands the little black book of 
monastic Office, and with the utmost c 
reciting that portion of the Office w 
was required for that hour. 

Here was a man who had just had a 
rible accident, who had just barely esc 
an awful death. But no agitation, no 1 
He was only a stranger and a pilgrim v 
the earth, so what was it to him whe 
he lived or died? but only how he lived 
died. 

His was the Detachment of St. Frane 
Assisi, who was working his garden 
day, when someone asked him what 
would do if suddenly an angel should ap 
and tell him that he had only one hour n 
to live. 

The saint replied, “I should finish 
work in the garden.” 

Detachment is both the strength of 
Christian and his secret joy. It is the re 
for unflinching Christian courage in tim 
trouble. It is the reason for the braver 
those confessors and martyrs who were 
tured and slain, but who met their tor 
and their death with cheerful courage 
always has been a mystery to the wt 

The melancholy and decaying Ro 
Empire, which was a world just abou 
troubled and confused and uncertain as 
own, saw the rise of many strange relig 
and schools of philosophy, all of which p1 
ised inner peace and stability to their 
lowers. None could make good their pi 
ises. If you will try the technique taugh 
the Epicurean School, that of being 
soled in present trouble by carefully 
membering pleasant experiences of the » 
you will find that it is pure nonsense. 


School of the Stoics, which would have 

overcome your problems by cynical 
fness from them, was offering no com- 
atory values, and, really, only ‘‘sour 
es.’ None of the systems worked; 
le all the time, during the periods of 
t persecution, Christians were tortured 
killed, and seemed strangely trium- 
nt, even in death. What was the secret 
his inner peace? this courage? this con- 
nee? this sense of abiding security? 
th all that classical civilization valued 
ig destroyed, and the whole structure of 
civilized world falling to pieces, how— 
ed the intelligent Roman—how, in the 
is of all the pagan gods, could Chris- 
.s be so serene? 


“he answer, which was and is Detach- 
at, could have been found in an apo- 
dhal but very true statement attributed 
our Lord, a truth which He demon- 
ites by all of His holy life. You can read 
inscription on a mosque at Agra: ‘““The 
‘Id is merely a bridge; ye are to pass 
r it, and not to build your dwelling on 


fe upon Faith, Detachment is un- 
kable. Based upon Hope, it is joyous. 
ed upon Charity, it is serene. 

‘hus one can say with the writer of 


soul, wait thou only upon God: for my 
expectation is from him. 


is my defense; I shall not be moved. 
God is my salvation and my glory: the 


rock of my strength, and my refuge, is 
in God. 


Vithout a special vocation, you will not 
so far as good St. Paul the Hermit, who 
he fifth century came out of the Egyptian 
ert to visit St. Anthony, and asked him 
nen in the world still built houses and 


The strongest prayer, one well-nigh 
ighty in what it can effect, and the most 
lted work a man can do proceed from a 
e heart. The more pure it is, the more 
verful, and. the more exalted, useful, 
lable and perfect its prayer and work. 
ure heart is capable of anything. 
—Meister Eckhart. 


only is my rock and my salvation: he 
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Tue Meerine or St. ANTHONY AND St. PAu 


By Sassetta 


(Courtesy of the National Gallery of Art, Washington, D. C.) 
(Kress collection) 


[This is St. Paul the Hermit] 

towns? You will not go so far, unless God 
is calling you in a special way: but every 
Christian is called to the practice of De- 
tachment in whatever situation God has 
placed him. It is a practical technique, that 
will carry you through sorrow and_ joy, 
with equal felicity: and anything else is an 
insult to God, because it shows that you 
value this world that He has created, more 
than you value Him. 

Be not too attached to the world; but. 
like the elders of old, obtain a good report ; 
who, not even having been promised the 
Christ, nevertheless, saw the promises afar 
off, “and were persuaded of them, and em- 
braced them, and confessed that they were 
strangers and pilgrims on the earth.” 

Like the saints and patriarchs of old, do 
not look to the country from which you 
came, lest ye be tempted to return. But de- 
sire a better country, that is, a heavenly: 
wherefore God will not be ashamed to be 
called your God: O Stranger upon the 
earth! O Pilgrim of eternity! 
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New Testament Eschatology 
and Modern Preaching 


By Hewitt B. VINNEDGE 


Chapter Vil 
The Enduring Message In Eschatology 


NLY too~-often apocalyptic litera- 
Or has seemed to present a specific 

and clearly delineated expectation. 
When this has proved illusory, there has 
been a tendency to project such expectation 
to some future that is still further on. It 
does not seem the part of wisdom to seek 
the same sort of expectation. If the apo- 
calyptic writers were mistaken in their hope 
of some imminent deliverance and consum- 
mation, so there will be a continuing disap- 
pointment of any similar hope. Let us con- 
sider for a moment the Revelation of St. 
John the Divine. This book sought to en- 
courage the persecuted Christians of Asia 
Minor and to bid them hold fast to their 
faith without regard to consequences. It was 
probably written around 90 or 95 A.D., and 
it speaks in symbolical language of the suf- 
ferings through which God’s people were 
passing at that tyme. It further promised 
that the power which was bringing destruc- 
tion and persecution to them and to their 
fellows (Babylon-Rome) would fall. It 
offered the bold assertion that God’s people 
were destined to inherit a restored heaven 
and earth, a new Jerusalem, in which “the 
Lamb of God” would forever reign. This 
splendid treatise of exhortation, written in 
dramatic and symbolic style, was planned 
strictly for the encouragement and edifica- 
tion of believers in the last decade of the first 
Christian century. It was highly relevant to 
them, and it is equally relevant to any per- 
secuted Christian or group of Christians, in 
so far as it sets forth general principles. But 
unfortunately for sound Biblical study and 
for its own important purposes, it has been 
used in almost every crisis through which 
Christendom has passed since the time of 


its writing in quite another way. Pe 
have opened its pages and have tried 
read the problems and the conditions 
their own times as something which © 
literally predicted in the book of Revelat 
Needless to say, different interpreters I 
had widely divergent views as to what | 
ple or what events were being predictec 
any given passage. It was used once u 
a time as a very clear prediction of 
coming of Islam, at the time of the ] 
hammedan expansion. Some centuries | 
other interpreters saw the Vikings 
clearly described, at the time of the 
vasions of the Northmen. One m 
multiply examples: well-meaning rea 
throughout the centuries have seen 
crusades, the career of Saladin, the fal 
Constantinople, the French Revolution, 
Napoleonic Empire, the last German 1] 
ser, Adolph Hitler, or Marshal St 
clearly predicted in the imagery of 
book of Revelation. This misuse of 
book, quite contrary to the general p 
ciples of apocalyptic writing (of whic 
is an important example), has made m 
sincere souls blind to its real purpose: 
couragement in time of stress and affir 
tion of the perennial Christian convie 
that God is in history, that God cont 
history. 


There is a sound principle and a sure 
stinct that underlie such writing. It | 
recognition that there is a spirit of < 
Christ, which may appear in various — 
sons (or personifications) and which « 
indeed bring sorrow and disaster. T 
is a further declaration that those who 
to suffer out of loyalty to God are doing 


-important thing. What they do tou 


more than their own little lives; it part 
of universal meaning. By such  suffe 
their lives are joined to the eternal will 


| 
1 


‘pose of God. There is a persistent force 
evil behind all evil men, and this force 
omes incarnate in varying degrees. There 
_ recurring anti-Christs, for the up- 
ge of sin is essentially the same in all 
*s and produces the same sort of char- 
er. That is why the Johannine writer 
S penetratingly wise and _ profoundly 
ht when he said that there are “many 
i-Christs.””! John in his way, and the 
calyptic writers in theirs, saw that the 
mmon sin in the hearts of us all is much 
» same as it always has been and always 
ll be. They were telling us- that every 
1 that is manifested contributes to the 
ality of the evil force that is at large in 
- universe. By the same token they were 
ling us that those who endure and per- 
t in loyalty to God make their contribu- 
n to the totality of goodness. This gives 
aning to tribulations; it gives courage 
d exhilaration to those who will to fol- 
v God’s way in faithfulness and loyalty. 
[ feel constrained to mention once more 
- fact that the writers of apocalyptic were 
t pessimists. They did not, of course, 
lieve that a good tomorrow could result 
ym an evil today, but they were true re- 
sts. They would not be swept away by 
y myth of progress or of moral or spir- 
al evolution. Yet they did believe that 
il could be forced to give place to good. 
1ey did believe that “the best is yet to be,” 
best that would be better than anything 
us far conceived. But it must be God’s 
st and not man’s. God alone could sweep 
ray the evil and establish the good. And 
their realism, if it seems optimistic, is 
t based on any superstitious belief that in 
me way man’s nature could spiral up- 
rds ; it was based on the highest concept 
‘the nature of a God, Who is “of purer 
es than to behold evil.’ Their seeming 
ssimism was the justifiable despair 
nich they felt toward a world that would 
y to live without God, but they had a liv- 
x hope that “all things work together for 
od to them that love God, to them that 
e the called according to His purpose.” # 
leir hope was in God alone. There was 


John 2:18. 
abakkuk 1:13. 
omans 8:28. 
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nothing shallow about their faith; they were 
not carried away by any myth of climbing 
up on the stepping stones of mistakes and 
sins and errors. The only assurance that 


they had at all was that of being raised up 
by God. 


Their faith in God, like all that is valid, 
was born of their experience. They had 
“tasted and seen that the Lord is good;” + 
hence, the unseen world was very real. 
They were convinced that God would come 
to His own in time of trial. This belief is 
represented in the book of Daniel in the 
story of Shadrach, Meschach, and Abed- 
nego. These three men, because of their 
loyalty to God and because of their refusal 
to worship anything less than God, were 
visited with persecution and punishment, 
or as the Biblical phrase puts it were cast 
into a “fiery furnace.” But they were not 
removed from the knowledge of God, and 
the story goes on to tell us that they were 
joined by one “like unto the Son of God;” 
* Psalm 34:8. 


Sr. Joun tHE EvANceELIstT 
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that is to say, a divine Being, a divine 
Presence, would be with them and would 
sustain them, come what may.® So it was 
also with the seer in the book of Revelation. 
He was sure of the final triumph of right- 
eousness, and therefore of the ultimate vic- 
tory of God’s cause and of God’s saints. In 
his vision he saw not only a revealment of 
events; he saw first the throne of God and 


the adoration of the Lamb of God. So it. 


was also at the end of his vision. Here was 
true reality which he knew personally by 
his own experience of God in Christ, a 
reality which assured final victory for 
righteousness. It was not just an optimistic 
notion that somehow right would win out 
over wrong, but the assured knowledge 
that this will be so because God is on His 
throne and the Lamb is adored. 


No outward troubles can master us if we 
are but true to the Life of God in our own 
selves. 


—Father Benson, S.S.J.E. 


With the apocalyptic writers we may 
share the conviction that when righteous- 
ness shall come it will be by the act of God 
and for those who follow in His way. The 
goal is described as a kingdom, but unlike 
other kingdoms it is the kingdom of God 
(or of heaven). It matters not that some- 
times this kingdom is presented as a polity 
on this earth, sometimes on a new earth, 
sometimes in heaven, sometimes in a new 
heaven. It matters not if the kingdom is 
represented sometimes as administered by 
God's saints, sometimes through a personal 
Leader who embodies its spirit. Nor does 
it matter if at times it is spoken of as 
something temporary, sometimes as des- 
tined for one thousand years duration, 
sometimes for as long as time shall be. And 
it matters not if the kingdom at times seems 
to be for the living only and at other 
times for the righteous dead as well. The 
book of Revelation pours all these ideas 
into its composite text; hence, there may 
be many seeming contradictions and in- 
consistancies. But the invariable lesson is 
that it is a kingdom of God which will 
* Daniel 3. 


come and not,a Utopian dream born 
of man’s ideas. Invariably it is a state o 
place in which the one basis for its existe 
is doing the will of God. That mess: 
which is the central element in all es 
tology, is needful in any age. Consider t 
“brave new world” about which we hea 
so much after the First World War 
on into the twenties and thirties. Consi 
the wonders of the “post-war world” ab 
which we were told in the Second Wo 
War, as_if there had been prepared soi 
specific formule for ushering in a m 
lenium. There is no objection, of cour 
if men wish to strive to work out so 
schemes and plans, nor if they do a lot 
hard thinking and meditating and acting 
behalf of such plans and schemes. But | 
this is worthless if one forgets the lesson: 
the eschatological writers: there can be 
ideal world unless it be God’s kingdom ; 
it can be God’s kingdom only for those 
are His people in faith and loyalty. 
economic or political or special paradise ¢ 
be the millenium. Such a paradise can or 
have at best certain external symptoms 
the millenium. To follow such objecti 
blindly with cheap and easy optimism is: 
follow false gods. It is not becoming 
God’s people for whom His kingdom 
and shall be. There is one thing lacking 
ali these carefully schematized paradis 
spiritual reconstruction, i.e., surrender — 
the will of God. The apocalyptic write 
never suggest that loyalty to God will | 
itself bring in God’s kingdom. No victo 
over sin can ever really be ours; it mu 
always be God’s victory. Otherwise, the 
is no victory at all, for sin will still be pre 
ent; and sin is primarily indifference ~ 
or rebellion against God’s pristine, essenti 
and absolute sovereignty. Yet these write 
teach and urge that loyalty—not in order 
save individual souls, not in order to “plu 
brands from the burning” and so smug 
to become “inheritors of the kingdom — 
heaven.” There is no extricationism ~ 
apocalyptic. 
Why, then, would they foster and coc 
age loyalty to God at whatever cost? Ceé 
tainly not to save themselves; there is ’ 
4 


: 
4 
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om here for an enlightened self-interest. 
hey so taught simply because they be- 
eved that loyalty is pleasing to God, and 
ie highest thought that man can conceive, 
ie highest end that man can follow, is to 
lease Him. So Shadrach, Meschach, and 
bednego went into the fiery furnace not 
ecause God would reward them for so do- 
ig but because faithfulness to God is the 
ipreme end and the supreme good in itself. 
1 like manner, Daniel persisted in wor- 
upping his own true God, even though it 
ight mean that he would be thrown to the 
ons. He did this not because God would 
onor him for so doing, but because it was 
e only thing to do. The loyalty of such 
itnesses of God does not in itself bring 
| the kingdom, but by the miracle of grace, 
hich uses men and things, their acts could 


be used by God in His Own divine act of 
deliverance and redemption. The fact that 
Shadrach, Meschach, and Abednego were 
not burned, or that Daniel was not eaten 
by lions, is a mere by-product. This is far 
more sensible than to expect a Utopia that 
is just around the corner by act of men, or 
to suppose that all man has to do is to go 
around the corner and get to it. The apo- 
calyptic writers place the true and lasting 
evaluation on all things, measuring them 
against the fact of loyalty and faithfulness. 

This does not mean, to be sure, that 
there should be any resting on the oars or 
any idly awaiting “God’s good time.’ The 
writers of eschatology bring us the message 
that all those who desire the world to be 
God’s world will seek to make their own 
lives God’s lives, and so spread the spirit 
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of loyalty to God’s will and purpose. There 
is a real gospel in apocalyptic : God will sweep 
away evil men or will transform them into 
good men. Thus society will be transformed, 
for as evil men cannot give birth to a good 
world neither can good men give birth 
to an evil world. These writers, of course, 
talked much about a kingdom or a polity 
of some nature because they were deeply 
concerned with the redemption of human 


society. But such redemption can be fur- ° 


thered only by that same unquestioning loy- 
alty to God. As this is expanded, the num- 
ber of loyal ones increases. So, the further- 
ance of individual redemption hastens the 
redemption of society, and vice versa. 


When man is proud it is a great misery, 
but when God is humble it is a great bless- 
ing. 

—Richard Dekker. 


What about the great assize? Is there 
any permanent relevance in this phase of 
eschatological teaching? As we have seen 
before, there is no uniformity of idea on this 
subject among the apocalyptic writings. But 
there is the persistent conviction that be- 
cause man lives toward God (i.e., must have 
some kind of attitude toward God) he must 
therefore give an account. Or, to put it 
another way, the life of man is charged with 
a responsibility toward God. This does not 
mean that God decides whom to admit to or 
whom to reject from the kingdom; there is 
no arbitrariness or caprice. God simply rec- 
ognizes who has and who has not entered it. 
The judgment which He gives is really that 
which we have already rendered to ourselves. 
That is why it is absolute, unavoidable, and 
inexorable. The one who refuses to order 
his life according to God’s will and com- 
mand cannot enter into His kingdom. As 
a matter of fact, he would not want to do 
so, for the atmosphere of God’s kingdom 
would be repugnant to him and its spirit 
would not be in him. Moreover, no one 
shall have the kingdom who wants it for 
himself or who rules his life in order to ob- 
tain it for himself, for that would be to set 
divine approval on selfishness. The only joy 
of the kingdom is to do God’s will. Consider 


St. Paul’s statement concerning his desir 
for the salvation of Israel: “I say the trut 
in Christ, I lie not, my conscience als 
bearing me witness in the Holy Ghost, tha 
I have great heaviness and continual sorro\ 
in my heart. For I could wish that my 
self were accursed from Christ for m 
brethren, my kinsmen according to th 
flesh.”® When St. Paul could say that, h 
was actually in the kingdom itself. He ha 
reached the kingdom by his very willingnes 
to forego it if he might thereby bring other 
COC IES ees te 
When eschatology describes the kingdot 
in terms of human comfort or even luxury 
the writer is simply trying to present a cor 
cept of moral splendor under the forms of 
metaphor which he knew was entirely ir 
adequate. That is why he piles one gorgeot 
description on top of another. These writer 
were using pictorial means to try to defir 
God’s kingdom by showing that it excelle 
any conceivable dream of earthly glory 
They were not trying to set forth entice 
ments so as to cajole people into setting ot 
for the kingdom. They doubtless realize 
that those who do not enjoy doing God 
will now will not enjoy it later either. 
So the self that really does the ultimat 
judging is the self which has been develoy 
ing in the ordinary lifetime. There is nott 
ing arbitrary in the rendering of the d 
cision. “And he saith unto me, Seal n 
the sayings of the prophecy of this book 
for the time is at hand. He that is unjus 
let him be unjust still: and he which 
filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that 
righteous, let him be righteous still: an 
he that is holy, let him be holy still.” 
There is no compulsion; the evil are shi 
out because they have shut themselves ou 
If they reject God’s will, they can have r 
place in a world that follows His will, in 
kingdom in which His will is the only lay 
Does this mean that the destiny of suc 
persons is one of torment, or one of depriv: 
tion only, or one of ceasing to be? C 
this question writers and commentator 
seers and sages of unquestioned orthodos 
have honest differences of opinion. Pe 
haps any one of these three possibilities mz 


® Romans 9:1-3. 
7 Revelation 22:11. 
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reasonably inferred from various parts 
the Holy Scripture. Perhaps it is not 
us to speculate on matters which are not 
sented with incisive clearness. 


et the whole world perish so that I gain 
ience. 
—Tertullian. 


The essential things that the writers of 
hatology teach about judgment are these 
) general principles: (1) the self which we 
re chosen to be will ultimately be revealed 
is in the light of God’s presence : (2) man’s 
yreme happiness, now and forever, is 
do God’s will. Thus eschatology, while 
ontains truth, does not contain the whole 
th. Admittedly our Lord used this style 
1 outlook in much that He said, but 
-said far more than can be expressed 
merely apocalyptic terminology. Again 
are reminded that in His view quite 
irly the kingdom is not something wholly 
the future but is also of the here and 
v. He could express it as being ushered 


in by shattering and devastating acts when 
that phraseology seemed the appropriate 
means by which to present truths. But He 
could also describe its arrival as similar to 
the way in which the forces of nature work 
quietly but inexorably upon a planted seed 
or as the slow but inevitable spread of 
yeast and its properties through a lump of 
dough. Always in His mind God’s love of 
sinners was far greater than any apo- 
calyptic desire to see sinners destroyed. 
Always in His mind the Messiah was a suf- 
fering servant bearing the burdens of hu-’ 
manity and the message of God, never the 
imperial monarch. In His mind the idea of 
a “chosen people” meant what it had seemed 
to the greatest of the prophets: not political 
supremacy, but the heavy task of finding 
out God’s will and God’s way and making 
them known to the nations of the earth. 
That is why He more frequently expressed 
the coming of the kingdom as a transfor- 
mation and a spread of the spirit of will- 
ing obedience to God than as a forcible 
overthrow from outside. 


Hoty Cross MonasterY—THE GREAT CLOISTER 
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“Lord, Hear My Prayall 


By Suirtey Carter Hucuson, O.H.C. 


Ash Wednesday 


THE COLLECT 


Almighty and everlasting God, who 
hatest nothing that thou hast made, and 
dost forgive the sims of all those who are 
penitent; Create and make in us new and 
contrite hearts, that we, worthily lamenting 
our sins and acknowledging our wretched- 
ness, may obtain of thee, the God of all 
mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; 
through Jesus Christ oux Lord. Amen. 


N the first day of Lent, the Church’s 
O) in word of prayer teaches us of 

divine love—who hatest nothing that 
thou hast made. The expression is a con- 
fession of guilt, for why should it refer to 
God’s mercy at all, if it were not that our 
consciences by sin are accused? So in the 
same breath we confess our sins, and pro- 
test our faith in that love that forgives the 
sins of all those who are penitent. This at- 
titude will win for us pardon and life, if we 
persevere in it to the end. 

Then we offer our first Lenten petition: 
Create and make in us new and contrite 
hearts. This has in it true humility. We are 
powerless even to sorrow for our sins un- 
less He of His favour gives us a new 
heart. And what a marvel it is! Create, we 
ask, for it is a new creation of His omni- 
potence obeying the behest of His love. 

With such a heart we can do our part to- 
wards undoing the evil of our past by 
worthily lamenting our sins, and acknow- 
ledging our wretchedness. So the mutual 
action of God and man is complete: He 
having bestowed on us the contrite heart 
which He will not despise; we having 
acknowledged and lamented our sins; the 
result will be sure and happy, and we 
will obtain perfect remission and forgive- 
ness. 


We rejoice in this beginnning of Lent in 
the full and generous love of God. All His 
works are perfect. When He looks upon 


our penitence and makes us the objects 
His pardoning love, it is nothing short 
perfect remission and forgiveness that - 
grants to us. Does my gratitude stimul 
me to be ever watchful lest I again by 
wound and hurt the loving Heart which ] 
poured on me such measureless and ab 
dance of tender love? 


The First Week In Lent 


THE CoLLect 


O Lord, who for our sake didst fast fo 
days and forty nights; Give us grace to 
such abstinence, that, our flesh being subd 
to the Spirit, we may ever obey 
godly motions in righteousness, and ¢ 
holiness, to thy honour and glory, 2 
livest and reignest with the Father and 
Holy Ghost, one God, world without e 
Amen. 


One of the great results of the Incar 
tion is that now God never asks us to 
anything for Him which did not fine 
place in the earthly life of His divine S 

He, during His earthly pilgrimage, 
tered into all the experiences of hur 
life, sin only excepted. He who wres 
with temptation, who wept at the grave 
Lazarus, and shed tears over sinful Je 
salem, knows how to sympathize with 
under any condition. 

So as we start on our Lenten fast 
know that He felt the pangs of hunger, 
the hardship of self-denial, so that all 
do is done in loving union with. His. 
us remember this whenever the flesh c 
out against the Spirit; let us hear His v 
saying : 

Well I know thy trouble, 
O my servant true; 
Thou art very weary, 
I was weary too. 

We pray that we may use such a des 
of abstinence that our flesh may be : 
dued to the Spirit—that is the Holy Sp 
Two great powers are contending wi 
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: self-will and the Holy Spirit. Give self 
rein, and it will soon run away with 
Give place to the Holy Spirit, and self 
1 be disciplined so that we will be able 
use it for God’s glory instead of being en- 
ved by it under Satan. Which do I act 
on more frequently, my own will, or 
d’s will? 

consider what value God sets upon the 
il, not only did He give for it the life of 
Eternal Son amid the agonies of Cal- 
y, but He has set in motion a vast or- 
lization of grace whereby this redemp- 
n wrought upon the Cross may be ap- 
ed to all the needs of every man. No cir- 
nstance or condition of life can be im- 
ned to which there is not applied some 
cial grace and power which He has pre- 
ed to the end that we may be wholly 
ctified. 


This oblation of yourself to God must be 
daily, the hourly exercise of your mind, 
it is wrought into your very nature... . 
thout this the spiritual life is but spir- 
il talk, and only assists nature to be 
ised with a holiness that it has not. 
—William Law. 


ut we do not keep Lent merely for the 
e of denying self. This is not an ob- 
in itself. The final object is that we 
y ever obey thy godly motions. That is, 
preventing selfishness from having its 
7, we may be so under the rule of the 
rit that with the least motion of His 
, we shall spring up to respond with 
obedience that is prompt, easy and 
eC. 


‘he faithful Christian will respond to 
ry interior motion of the Holy Spirit, 
ighteousness and true holiness. We can- 
understand this condition of response 
ess we recall that in making us one with 
uself, Christ imparts to us the right- 
sness which He possesses in infinite 
fection. If He dwells in us and we in 
n, we shall be able to think and speak 
act in the righteousness which is His. 
s will mean that the power of Christ will 
n wholly within us. 


Vhile God Himself is all-righteous, when 


we think of the righteousness of Christ we 
have in mind His Sacred Humanity. But 
when we consider the quality of true holi- 
ness we think of His Deity. Addressing 
God in their great hymn of praise the re- 
deemed in heaven declare: Thou only art 
holy! And yet St. Paul speaks of the 
holiness without which no man can see the 
Lord. The seeming discrepancy here is 
solved by St. Peter’s declaration that we 
are made partakers of the divine nature. 
We are able to obey in true holiness, because 
He makes us sharers in His own essential 
qualities. 


Meet was it that Christ should suffer and 
so enter into His glory; and therefore we 
too should be ready to suffer with a good 
heart, so that we may be made like Him 
and follow Him into His glory and the glory 
of His Father, with whom He is one in the 
fruition of the Holy Spirit. 

—Jan van Ruysbroeck. 
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The Second Week in Lent 
THE COLLECT 


Almighty God, who seest that we have 


no power of ourselves to help ourselves,’ 


Keep us both outwardly in our bodies, 
and inwardly in our souls; that we may 
be defended from all adversities which may 
happen to the body, and from all evil 
thoughts which may assault and hurt the 


soul; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


The address to God here suggests the 
truth that while we have no power of 
ourselves to help ourselves, we have power 
from God to help ourselves. Salvation is 
impossible without God and His grace, but it 
is equally impossible without our coopera- 
tion with that grace. 

When our Lord died on the Cross He 
secured our salvation for us once and for 
all, but we by our own acts must lay hold 
of that salvation. He does not make us His 
sons regardless of our wills, but as many 
as received lim to them gave he power to 
become the sons of God. The word power 
here means the right to become His sons. 
If we have laid hold of this ineffable privi- 
lege, we are members of the divine family, 
princes of the blood royal of the everlast- 
ing Kingdom. 

The petition of the collect asks definitely 
and separately for blessing for body and 
soul. One is as important as the other. We 
speak often of saving our souls. We should 
think just as carefully of the body. One 
cannot be saved without the other, and it 
is more important to guard the body be- 
cause it is the chief channel of sin. Most 
sin enters through seeing, through hearing, 
or through speaking. It is indeed difficult 
for us to imagine how we could sin without 
the body. On the other hand, our salvation 
came through the sacrifice of the Human 
Body which God the Son took, and we are 
told that the salvation of the world will not 
be culminated until the redemption of our 
body. Let me not despise or neglect my 
body. It is heir of eternal life equally with 
my soul. Glorify God in your body, and in 
your spirit, which are God's. 

Satan would use our bodies as his in- 
struments for his antagonizing work, and 


the Holy Spirit would employ it for Go 
glory and honour. With whom shall I j 
forces? Recall some sin of the past or son 
habit of the present. Realize that in it 
made an alliance with Satan, a coven 
with hell. With every sin we enlist oursel 
in the service of Satan to fight against 
and all that is good. 

The last petition is a significant o 
that we may be defended from all 
thoughts which may assault and hurt 
soul. They may assault us desperately 
persistently, but if we fight against thet 
and refuse our consent to them, they , 
rather than hurt, for such battles are : 
spiritual exercises by which God’s soldie 
are trained. : 


The Third Week In Lent 


Tue CoLLect 


; 
| 
We beseech thee, Almighty God, lo 
upon the hearty desires of thy humble se 

vants, and stretch forth the right hand 

thy Majesty, to be our defence against | 
our enemies; through Jesus Christ our Lo 
Amen. 

We are. here pleading with God not 
the ground of anything that we have do 
on any merit or deserving of our own, 
on the ground of our hearty desires, 
desires which come straight from the he 
The earnest desire of a loving heart is wh 
God regards, but we are unable thro 
our weakness to bring these desires to th 
full fruition. 

Not only are our hearty desires to be 
ground of our appeal, but they must be 
desire of thy humble servants. He who 
humble possesses the pastport to the Hea 
of God. Blessed are the meek for they sht 
inherit the earth. God refuses nothing | 
the meek and lowly in heart. If at any tir 
it seems that God’s response to our cry 
slow, let us ask ourselves searchingly, “ 

I walking humbly before my God?’ It 
promised, He shall exalt the humble 
meek. 


If we recognize the call of God in 
promptings of conscience, and faithf 
seek to follow that call, but fail through 
fault of our own, God credits us with 
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Tue PRESENTATION by Giovanni di Paolo 
(Courtesy of the Metropolitan Museum of Art) 


od intention. In no case can we achieve 
ything save through His help. Let us pray 
th St. Augustine: Give what thou com- 
andest and command what Thou wilt. 
This thought is a great comfort, and so 
mnderful is it that it scarcely seems credible. 
et it must be true. Our Lord commands, 
2 ve therefore perfect even as your Father 
hich is in heaven is perfect. He is never un- 
asonable, and this would be so if it were 
t that all He requires is to do what I can, 
d to leave the rest with Him. 


The Goodness of God is the highest 
ayer, and it cometh down to the lowest 
rt of our need. 

—Mother Julian of Norwich. 


So trusting to this, we ask Him to stretch 
rth the right hand of His Majesty to be 
r defence. He will protect and nourish us 
th a Father’s loving care; He will accept 


our blundering efforts. The blessing of our 
hearty desires will be upon what we do and 
poor as may be our effort God will direct it 
and it will stand for us in the great day of 
reckoning. 

In itself nothing that we can do can be ac- 
ceptable to God. But if our desire and pur- 
pose be pure He will take our little achieve - 
ment and He will unite the little we can do 
with the perfect work of His Son, our Lord. 
thus making it perfect, for that which is 
made one with perfection becomes it- 
self perfection; and that perfect work will 
be credited to us. 

Note the wide difference between what 
God will do for us and what He asks us to 
do for Him,—a difference which represents 
the abyss between the infinite and the finite. 
By His acceptance of our service He im- 
parts an infinite quality to it, for with the 
Infinite One nothing is small, nothing is 
great, for infinitude cannot be measured. 
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Ascending the Mount | 


(Some Thoughts on Meditation) 

“And the Lord spake unto Moses face to 
face, as a@ man speaketh unto his friend.” 
“And it came to pass... , when he came 
down from the mount that Moses wist not 


that the skin of his face shone while he 


talked with him.” 


OD invited Moses and was awaiting 
G his coming on Mt. Sinai. Father 

Founder, in~ Chapter VII of the 
Rule of the Order gives us this injunction: 
“We must remember that God is ever wait- 
ing for us to come to Him, and that in our 
meditation we enter into the secret place of 
His Presence, that He may speak with us 
as with Moses of old.’’ As in everything 
else, Father Huntington went to the bot- 
tom of this matter of making one’s medi- 
tation,’ seeking to find and enunciate the 
underlying spirit. Why? Because he knew 
that it.is of the essence of the Christian life 
to seek God’s Presence consciously and regu- 
larly and to be with Him often. He sets forth 
at once the motivating principle of medita- 
tion. It is “the school of the Eternal.” We 
go to school daily to God for lessons in the 
Eternal, to learn from Him of His truths. 
But we seek more than lessons about Him; 
we seek in our meditations for communion 
with the ““Triune God under the illuminating 
power of the Holy Ghost.” Fellowship with 
Almighty God ... think what that means! 
To seek God as Moses did that He may speak 
unto us “face to face as a man speaketh 
unto his friend!” 


We call upon God the Holy Ghost in our 
hours of meditation. It is He who works 
especially here, as Father Founder points 
out, illuminating and enlightening us each 
personally .. . enlightening not only our in- 
tellects, but the effective or deeper faculties 
of prayer: our hearts and wills. If we think 
of the Blessed Eucharist as the daily  re- 
presentation of Calvary, then our medita- 
tion is “the daily renewal of the Upper 
Room on the morning of Pentecost.’ There, 
as St. Luke tells us, God the Holy Ghost de- 
scended with inexpressible power and glory 


upon the disciples as they waited quietly 
upon God in obedience to Jesus’ command 
We, beginning our meditations, ought to in 
voke His divine aid—‘Come, Holy Ghost 
our souls inspire, And lighten with celes! 
tial fire’ —to bring us to the very Throne o 
of Grace where we may adore the Divini 
Majesty and pour out the love of our heart 
in silent communion. We think of the Cure 
d’Ars’ poor peasant parishioner who just sat 
quietly for a while every day in the back 
pew of the Parish Church: I look at God ané 
He looks at me. 


Father Huntington is very definite about 
the importance of daily meditation. Writes 
he, “The hour of meditation is the epitome ol 
the Religious Life; it is, together with t 
Holy Mass and the recitation of the Divine 
Office, the principle business of each. day.” 
Without this life of prayer at the center, the 
very heart and core of our being, the exter 
nal works of the Order would be short 
lived and of small consequence. These latt 
stem from-.it and derive their power ant 
efficacy from it. At Holy Cross the minimun 
time required to be spent in meditation is oné 
hour each day. So usually twice daily we se 
the Fathers seeking their Mt. Sinai, thi 
desert place apart where they may enter thy 
secret place of God’s Presence. Some seel 
St. Augustine’s Chapel and our Lord” 
Blessed Sacramental Presence; others wall 
in the cloisters. Some seek the solitude o| 
their cells; still others may be seen walkin; 
in the north garden in view of the super 
crucifix which dominates that beautiful spo! 


Moses descended from Mt. Sinai an 
knew not that his face shone with the re 
flected radiance of the glory of Almight 
God in Whose Presence he had just beer 
The other day a postulant remarked abot 
a member of the Community whom he ha 
happened to observe at his meditation: * 
could tell by the radiance in his face thi 
he was communing with our Lord. It wé 
beautiful to see.’’ Here perhaps it will I 
well to make a point upon which all tl 


(Continued on page 58) 
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The Hour of Meditation 


Father Adanis (rahe) and Father Taylor (left) have remained behind 


after Vespers to make their meditations in (e apel 
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Bolahun Biology 


By BrotHer Sypney, O.H.C. 


NE drawback to the life here in 
O Bolahun is that one is too busy to 

see lite! Yes, we have our “life”, 
which is made up of a continual round of 
preaching, teaching, patrolling, doctoring, 
schooling, building, praying, studying, etc., 
etc. But all the time there goes on around 
us Africa’s own life. Here we are sur- 
rounded by all sorts of fascinating trees, 
shrubs, flowers, birds, snakes, insects 
(especially) !} and other strange forms of 
life, which are just begging for classifi- 
cation and study. This, of course, is a full 
time job for the botanist and the zoologist. 
This would be paradise for an entymolo- 
gist ! 

However, I have tried to find out a 
thing or two about plant and animal life 
here, along with native lore about it. Some- 
times the latter gives you dubious informa- 
tion, but it is never uninteresting. 


THE HUMAN SPECIES 


First, we had better take a look at our- 
selves and see where we fit into the picture. 
In Liberia there are three main groups of 
people. Most of the leading people on the 
coast and many of the government officials 
in the interior are “Liberians.” This is an 
unfortunate designation as one would ex- 
pect all citizens of this Republic to have 
this appellation, but, for some reason, this 
name is applied to the descendants of the 
former American slaves who came here to 
found their own country. They are also 
known, and more correctly, as ‘“Americo- 
Liberians.” The biological knowledge which 
the early Founders of Liberia brought 
over from America with them leads to all 
sorts of difficulties in recognizing and nam- 
ing animals. So often they applied the name 
of some animal they had known in America 
to a kindred species here or even to some 
creatures that had only a vague similarity. 
Therefore, we find a system of terminology 
that can be very confusing and misleading. 
Needless to say, these terms are in the Eng- 
lish language. 


The second group of people is made 
of the natives themselves and they in t 
fall into two classes. The “wingies,” 
they are called in the local pidgin Engl 
are those who have adopted civilized w 
and usually know “some book” (i.e., h 
had some schooling). Naturally they le 
and perpetuate many of the mistakes in 
ology that the Liberians have started. WV 
of them do not have the opportunity to 
into biology to any great extent and thy 
fore have no way of knowing what is ri; 
But they are valuable sources of infor: 
tion as they are the link between mod 
“wingie”’ knowledge and the lore of tl 
forefathers. The other class of people 
the native group are the “country peop 
These are the general run of men and 
men who live their native lives, speak tl 
own language, and have their own bel 
about animals and plants. Many of tl 
beliefs have a very practical aspect an 
am sorry that many of the younger ¢ 
eration do not interest themselves in 
lore. 


The third group is the one into which 
white outsiders fall. We come with a cer 
amount of theoretical knowledge of trop 
life; we try to teach it in our schools; 
we also try to line up with what the na 
already knows. It is a fascinating job, < 
as I said at the beginning, I wish there y 
more time to devote to it. 


I have been rather fortunate in two wi 
One is that I teach science courses in 
High School; so it is part of my job 
get to know the local flora and fauna. 7 
position also brings me into contact \ 
boys and girls who have more than 
elementary education and who underst 
what I mean when I ask various questi 
about plant and animal life, for the na 
names and what they mean. Also many 
the people, knowing my interest, h 
brought all sorts of specimens to me (o 
for sale!). Sometimes this is embarrass 
since our supply of cages is small and i 
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‘d to know what to do with some animal 
en the occupants already esconced would 
t love to have it as a meal! 


\s a matter of fact, because of the time 
ment, one cannot do much in the way of 
king after live animals. I usually keep 
m for a while for teaching purposes and 
n let them go, give them to natives who 
lop” (eat) them, or else pickle them in 
maldehyde. 

50 I would like to pass along some of the 
ngs I have learned about flora and fauna 
the Hinterland, along with some of the 
al ideas about them. Where possible, I 
| give the scientific name in parentheses. 


TREES 


Jur bush is made up of thick underbrush 
dded with trees that stick up above it. 
metimes trees are quite closely. situated 
1 the natives’ trails follow these shady 
as. Not far from here there is really 
ck forest, but we will restrict ourselves to 
lahun. 


The commonest tree to be seen is the 
palm (Elais guineensis). It is tall and 
ceful and bears a “head” of reddish- 
nge coloured kernels. The outer soft part 
the kernel is used locally to make “soup” 
the rice. The inner hard centre is car- 
1 to some trader who exports it. There 
an oil that can be extracted by machines 
m this centre and it is used extensively 
Europe and America for making po- 
des and soap. There are two kinds of 
1c: the sap from the oil palm, and 
mboo wine’ from Raphia vinifera, a 
d of palm tree also. 


Ine of the largest trees, usually marking 

site of a town or where a town has been, 
the silk cotton tree (Bombax buono- 
sense). It has large buttress-like roots 
ich look like great folds of wood sup- 
ting the tree. These “folds” are cut out 
1 used as doors to native houses. 


There are numerous fruit trees, such as 
orange and the lime. The banana is 
resented by several species. Some of 
m grow very tall (Musa sapientum), but 
> sees many of the shorter variety which 
; been introduced in fairly recent times 
1 which is known as Canary or Chinese 


banana (Musa Cavendishi). I had been 
warned that banana bunches grew upside- 
down, 1.e., just opposite to the way we see 
them hanging in stores at home, but I did 
not know they bore such a deep purple 
flower at the end of the bunch stalk. As far 
as I know, the only native banana is really 
a plantain (Musa paradisiaca) and its fruit 
is rather fibrous. 

The pawpaw (Carica papaya) gives a de- 
licious melon-like fruit and its leaves are 
used for ‘belly humbug” (Stomach trouble) 
—sometimes they are wrapped around rather 
aged meat to make it more palatable! It is 
dioecious, that is, each tree is either male or 
female. Both bear a white flower with a 
pleasant scent and both bear fruits, but the 
male’s is a sorry-looking, seedless affair. 

I forgot to mention that the cotton tree, 
when it is young, does not have the im- 
pressive proportions of the adult tree. But it 
does command respect as the trunk at that 
time is studded with thorns. It is no leaning 
pole! 

FLOWERS 

One of the floral features of our monas- 
tery hill top is the bougainvillea of the red 
variety. It grows long twining branches 
bearing thorns. We have ours trimmed into 
neat rounded bushes at present, but it was 


To the Readers of the Holy Cross 
Magazine :— 

With the approval of the Father 
Superior, a group of us who have been 
close to Father Hughson for many years 
is planning to publish a volume of his 
letters of spiritual guidance. Just as the 
letters of St. Francis de Sales to in- 
dividuals have helped souls for cen- 
turies, so we believe will Father Hugh- 
son’s. 

If you have any such letters, will 
you not lend them to me? They will 
be promptly copied and returned to 
you and of course the names of those 
to whom they were written will not be 
used. 

Tue Revd Frank DamroscH, JR., 

St. Paul’s Rectory, 

Doylestown, Pennsylvania. 
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an awful job—the branches seemed to be 
like so many hands with claws. 


Another noticeable flower on the hill, 
and everywhere for that matter, is the 
allamanda (Allamanda cathartica). It has 
showy yellow funnel-shaped flowers which 
are particularly luxuriant. 

The White Wing is a striking plant. It 
has small, slender yellow flowers which 
stand out against a background of white 
sepals. The latter look like white leaves: 
(Mussaenda conopharyngtfolia). 

It is impossible to do justice to the flow- 
ers here. They are of all shapes and colours; 
on bushes, on trees, and on the ground. It 
seems to me we have everything from the 
the common Morning Glory to the red 
Pride of Barbados and the exotic Frangi- 
pant. 

BIRDS 

Three sounds may be heard nearly all 
the time during the day: a doleful crooning ; 
a hoarse caw; and a kind of honking. The 
first comes from the Turtle Dove (Strepto- 
pelia vinacea). It is a common bird, but 
very difficult to approach as it is nervous 
and alert. The second call is that of the 
Pied Crow (Corvus albus), which is much 
like its American cousin, except that it 
has a white collar and shirt-front. It struts 
around a great deal on the ground, but 
looks rather awkward. 


The third sound is difficult to deser: 
and belongs to the Hornbill (Lophocei 
nasutus). Actually it sounds as if it we 
blowing its own horn! There is another ki 
of Hornbill which you hear and see m« 
in the bush than near towns (L. semifas 
atus.) But both are very strange looki 
creatures. They fly jerkily and awkwar« 
although they can glide smoothly, and, wh 
their neck is stretched out in flight w 
that long bill aft, it looks as if the win; 
the tail and the front part are all of eqt 
‘ength. 

Several birds change their colours % 
cording to season, and not a few migra 
Of course, there are only two seasons het 
the dry (November-March) and the rai 
(March-October) and the birds have 
govern their mating, changes of colour a 
migrations accordingly. 

The Cattle Egret (Bubulcus ibis) is o 
of these varying birds. Usually they < 
white and you can see them followi 
cattle and other animals, doing them t 
inestimable service of picking ticks fre 
their coats. About the beginning of t 
rainy season, the egret begins to sprc 
fluffy brown feathers on the crest of 
head, on its breast and on its back. TI 
gives it its other English name, the Bu 
backed Heron. After this change in colo 
the egrets fly to the north, even as far 
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ithern Europe, and there mating takes 
oat 


[The male Pin-tailed Whydah (Vidua 
croura) changes his drab brown suit for 
eat black and white one around February 
l, in addition, grows a tail three times 
long as his body. This combined with a 
bill, makes him a most spectacular bird, 
1ough small. The Banudi people call this 
d “tuimasangi”: the ‘tui’ refers to its 
ig while the “masangi’” means chief. It 
rather a chief of the small birds. 


Again, this only touches the high spots 
bird life here. There are the orioles 
h their bulbous hanging nests, the omni- 
sent weavers who do so much damage 
the rice crops, the grey and the green 
rrots, owls of all sorts, guinea fowl, 
allows and vultures. But we cannot study 
m all, 


ANIMALS 
Here we are faced with an overwhelming 
‘ety. There are the domesticated ani- 
ls which you see in every town: cows, 
ep (not our wooly kind; these look more 
e goats), goats, chickens, cats, dogs oc- 
ional small monkeys, and guinea pigs. 
ese last are not native but imported. 
eir curious name has nothing to do with 
> African Guinea coast, but, as they 
ginated in South America, it is possible 
it it refers to Guiana. It is interesting to 
te, in passing, where the African name 
ne from. For centuries the names of two 
vns in the Niger Valley, Jenne (Ghana) 
d Timbuctoo, were by-words in Europe 
- fabled wealth and interest. The early 
rtuguese explorers were definitely aim- 
x for such places as Ghana or Ghine 
1en they came to this part of Africa and 
us it became the Ghine or Guinea coast. 


REPTILES 

You hear a great deal about African 
akes and they certainly are abundant. 
nce many of them, such as the vipers and 
e cobras, are very poisonous, all snakes 
e killed on sight. One fairly frequently 
ars of people being bitten and we get 
ite a few such cases at the hospital, but 
have heard of only one death from snake 
‘e around here. 


One exceptionally ugly customer is the 


Rhinoceros puff-adder (Bitis nasicornis), 
which has quill-like horns behind each nos- 
tril. I remember, when somebody brought 
me one (dead), I felt nauseated just to 
look at it. However, we later dissected it 
in the biology class and found that its 
reputation was well founded—the long, 
shining fangs were repulsive. 


The Boine snakes are also represented 
and here we find a case of misapplied ter- 
minology. Everybody refers to boas, 
whereas that is a South American group. 
(Strangely enough, there is a true boa to 
be found on the African island of Mada- 
gascar.) What we have here are pythons 
(Python sebae and Calabaria reinhardtu). 
According to native lore the python is a 
wise animal. They grow to a great length 
and size and can kill and eat cattle, deer, 
etc. The way they do this is to wait on a 
tree branch and then fall on their victim. 
The python coils around the unfortunate 
animal, squeezes it to death, cracking ribs 
and other bones. Then—and this is the wise 
part—he first tours the neighbouring terri- 
tory to see if there are any driver ants about 
before he swallows his meal whole. During 
the digesting period, when he is dormant, 
a python would be a fine prize for the vor- 
acious drivers. 


Everywhere you find small lizards cross- 
ing your path or running up the sides of 
houses. One very common variety is the 
Red and Blue Lizard (Agama colonorum), 
which travels very quickly—like a red and 
blue streak! 


One of my favourite pets is the chame- 
leon, of which there are two kinds: 
large (Chamaeleo senegalensis) and small 
(Chamaeleo gracilis.) The natives are very 
much afraid of the chameleon: they believe 
it can spit into your eye and blind you, and 
even kill you. I think this superstition 
must come from the extraordinary tongue 
of the animal which it can flip out for a 
great length. The tongue has a sticky tip 
with which it can catch flies. I had one for 
some time which I kept in my room and 
which I used to carry to school each day. 
Our class used to meet in a screened-in 
porch and there were always some flies 
buzzing around the screens. So we would 
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put the chameleon on the window sill and let 
him climb around. When he got near a fly 
all class-work stopped while the students 
(and I myself) watched him breathlessly. 
The chameleon has eyes which can roll 
around independently of each other. First 
one eye would see the fly, then, in a moment, 
the second eye would fix its gaze on the 
victim. The chameleon’s whole body would 
become tense and then that lightning tongue 
would flip out and back instantaneously— 
followed by a satisfied munching by Mr. 
Chameleon. The class would cheer, relax and 
go back to work. One day we found that, 
while the chameleon was evidently striking 
his prey, he was not catching it. It looked 
as if his “‘fly-paper” had gone dry ; the muci- 
lage needed wetting. It occurred to me 
that I had been keeping him inside and 
that I had never seen him drink. So the 
next day early in the morning, while the 
dew was still on the bushes, I put him out 
on a branch and watched him while I 
shaved on the porch. Sure enough, the first 
thing he did was to lick the dew off the 
leaves and soon he demonstrated that his 
fly-paper was working again. The bush the 
chameleon was on was divided into two 
main branches making a fork, the chame- 
leon being on one prong of the fork as it 
were. I did not see the insect on the other 
prong of the fork, but the chameleon did. 
Suddenly his tongue shot out right across 
the fork of the branches and he caught his 
meal. This was a distance of over seven 
inches—about twice as long as his own 
body ! 

I am convinced that chameleons change 
their colours, not only according to their 
surroundings, but even more so according 
to their emotions. At night they take on a 
faded grey colour and during the day they 
are usually green with black streaks. This, 
as a rule, gives them adequate camou- 
flaging, although they can take on a brown- 
ish colour when placed against such a 
background. Of course, I tried putting 
them on all sorts of coloured objects—even 
a red cloth,—and found they remained in- 
different, for the most part. to their new 
environment. But, if I teased them, they 


could turn to a definite black colour. Ho: 
ever, I thought red was outside of the 
polychromed capabilities until one de 
when I placed one of the large variety 

the same cage with one of the small variel 
The small one was obviously afraid and r 
away to the other side of the cage. He de 
nitely showed a yellow streak—both lite 
ally and figuratively. His larger compani’ 
was distinctly annoyed with the whole pr 
cedure, puffed himself up to about twi 
his usual size, opened his mouth to give ve 
to a venemous hiss, and proceeded to chan 
to black with red spots! 


Another nice pet I had was a crocodile 
but I hasten to assure you he was only 
baby about ten inches long. Here aga 
we have a case of mistaken nomenclatui 
Liberians call all crocodiles “alligators 
which is the name of their American cov 
ins. There are three species of them her 
the common one (Crocodilus niloticus) ; t 
slender-snouted one (C. cataphractus 
and the short-snouted one (C. tetraspi: 
I kept my baby out in a bath tub under 
low Nigerian palm and he seemed qu 
happy as a rule. He was a polite conve 
tionalist: if you grunted at him, he wou 
always respond with an _ enthusiast 
“vyyyyyrrrrmmmmpppp!” As long as th 
have water, crocodiles can go for a lor 
time without food. In fact, it is very dif 
cult to get them to eat at all in captivi 
I finally got around this by banging on n 
croc’s snout with small frogs. Finally | 
would get annoyed and snap. Having on 
got some food into his mouth, he seemed 
catch on as to what he was to do with 
The only worry I had was to get my finge 
out of the way in time. 


There are several kinds of turtles a1 
tortoises here, but the most amazing 0} 
I have seen is the Soft-shelled River Turt 
(Trionyx triunguis). The shell, is soft at 
leathery with a crenellated edge, and t 
whole animal is flat and round like a dis 
It has vicious-looking eyes and the sno 
is prolonged into a kind of proboscis wi 
two tiny nostrils at the end. It is carnive 
ous and feared by the people. 


[To be concluded] 
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Black-Out! 


AIN, sleet and snow are coming down 
—not coming down really—but are 
- being driven to our consecrated soil 
he fierce February wind which pours 
a the Hudson Valley. The Arctic 
seems to have some well-designed, 
volent intent behind it. Fifteen min- 
until Compline, we look wistfully at 
none too downy couch and shiver at 
cold which penetrates the cell. A gust 
vind and furious whirls of snow beat 
ast the window panes. Only a few more 
-and this article will be ready to send 
le printers. Then—the electric light be- 
to fade slowly almost to extinction, 
ers, suddenly flares to full strength by 
of a farewell and then dies in an instant. 
k darkness rushes in to fill up the 
um. Scrambling can be heard in a near 
ell and then a loud metallic clatter— 
er Parker has fallen over his waste- 
r basket. We feel about in the dark, 
ir of scissors and some loose buttons 
to the floor—no candle, as usual! A 
ige eerie light glimmers in the hall and 
fades away. Somebody on the floor be- 
has gone with a candle to see whether 
er Harrison left the electric heater on 
is cell and has blown a fuse. We press 
face against the window pane to see if 


e are lights glowing over in the other’ 


ling. Not a light in the novitiate com- 

room nor in the Holy Cross Press of- 
below where Father Drake had been 
<ing. That means that the current is 
in the entire monastery. By now it is 
late and so we feel our way cautiously 
n stairs and start for the chapel. 


here must be an unwritten rule some- 
re that all monasteries must have as 
y unnecessary steps in them as it is 
ible for an architect to get into a build- 
This never comes out obviously until 
so dark that you cannot see where you 
going. Those who live in the house can 
ly walk around the buildings without 
many lights, but every set of steps has 
be illuminated for guests who some- 
s grope bewilderedly about in the gloom. 


We get down the steps on the professed 
side of the monastery and see two requiem 
candles stuck in battered brass sticks light- 
ing the three steps by the hall door. Fortu- 
nately in a monastery there are always 
plenty of candles! By the steps in the li- 
brary there is a large stub of a high altar 
candle guttering fiercely and now sending 
an ever widening puddle of molten wax in 
a gentle cascade down the steps. More steps 
and more candles and now the chapel is 
reached. 


The novices have sprung into action to 
meet the crisis and the choir is filled with 
candles so that we can recite Compline and 
Matins. What a sight—total mobilization! 
Requiem candles tall or short, some of 
those tall, thin, three foot candles which 
were ordered in ignorance and now tower 
up into the darkness in those hideous three- 
branched candelabra which we consigned 
to the crypt, several hand candle sticks with 
stubs in them and even more stubs adhering 
precariously to pieces of cardboard, all 
there so that the praises of God may be sung 
at the appointed time. 

The bell rings for Compline and the mem- 
bers of the community straggle into choir, 
the novices buzz improperly to one another 
as the result of the excitement ; a few guests 
in the ante-chapel gaze with rapture at the 
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“mediaeval effect” of the candle light. Father 
Harrison rushes in at the last moment, 
cowl drawn and cape billowing out. His life 
is involved in fighting German Biblical 
critics and draughts. The flying cape over- 
turns a candelabra which someone grabs 
just in time, but one of the three-foot can- 
dles smashes to pieces on the floor. Father 
Harrison turns in surprise to determine 
what the clatter is all about and in so doing 
backs into another candle singeing his cape 
and but for Father Kroll pushing him away 
would have set himself on fire. 


The Office starts and the various monks 
are seen holding their breviaries at strange 
angles to catch the glimmer of the candle- 
light, some have their noses practically in 
the books and others hold theirs near the 
light. Then suddenly without warning the 
blinding electric lights flash on again and the 
pallid glow of the candles as well as the “dim 


religious light” is swallowed up in the s 
sible and efficient illumination of the tw 
tieth century. 


i. 


Swedish Theological Conferen ce 


By GuUNNAR ROSENDAL 


Tue ANGLO-SWEDISH THEOLOGICAL 
CONFERENCE IN WHITBY 

WENTY Swedish and twenty English 
T cies and theologians were invited 

by the Reverend Mother Prioress of 
St. Hilda’s Priory to have an Anglo- 
Swedish conference. There lectures were 
given on doctrine and liturgy from July 29 
to August 5, 1949. Very interesting and 
instructive lectures were given on both sides, 
and perhaps this was the best opportunity 
ever given for representatives of the Catho- 
lic movement in both Churches to learn to 
know one another. Here the confessional 
documents were given a true Catholic inter- 
pretation, the essense of the liturgy in Church 
of England and the Swedish Church an- 
alysed and the canons of both Churches 
illustrated. Many of the lectures, as for in- 
stance those of Dom Gregory Dix, O.S.B., 
Prior of Nashdom Abbey, are of permanent 
value. 


The liturgical and sacramental communion 
was perhaps even more important. On Sun- 
day both Anglican and Swedish . Masses 


were celebrated and the Bishop of Ar 
and the Isles (Episcopal Church of Se 
land) presided at the Swedish celebrati 
The Bishop of Whitby celebrated the / 
glican High Mass with all the rich ¢¢ 
monies. A Swedish, Anglican or Scott 
Mass was celebrated in succession as 
service of the day. Swedish deacons ser 
English or Scottish bishops and Eng 
priests assisted Swedish priests at tl 
Masses. Swedish priests were allowed 
celebrate the Anglican Mass, English pri 
had the same right with the Swedish M 
and full intercommunion was _ practic 
Each day was closed with the recitation 
either Swedish or English Compline. 

The Archbishop of York visited the ¢ 
ference one day and gave his blessing. 
other bishops present were those of Whit 
Brechin, and Argyll and the Isles. 
Bishop of Linkoping who was to h 
been the leader of his delegation had b 
sent by the Archbishop of Uppsala to ¢ 
secrate the new Swedish Bishop of R 
desia, for this reason the delegation ft 
Sweden was withotit a bishop. 


t is now the intention for similar con- 
mces to be held yearly, sometimes in 
‘land and sometimes in Sweden. 


THE ANNUAL OECUMENICAL / 
CONVERSATIONS IN OsBy 


‘or many years we have been used to 
“privilege of having oecumenical con- 
sations on various doctrines at Osby, 
eden. Priests and theologians from many 
ts of the world and from many Churches 
e been present here. Remembering 
rything, we can only say: Deo gratias. 
‘his time the conversations took place 
n oct 22 to 24, 1949, and the theme 
: Justification. It will be possible, per- 
s, to see something of the way in which 
question was approached, if the titles 
the different conversations are listed. 
y are: Justification and Baptism; Justi- 
tion and Faith; Justification and Sancti- 
tion; Justification; Good Works and 
rit; Justification and the Church; Justi- 
tion and the Sacraments. Members of 
Roman Catholic, The Orthodox Church, 
» Anglican Church, The Old Catholic 
irch, The Church of Denmark and the 
heran Church of Austria took part in 


conference. Some of the participants 
e: Pere M. de Paillerets, O.P., The 
ferend CG, Bi Moss, D.D.; of Oxford, 


fessor J. Jans Amersfoort of Holland. 
yery morning the Roman Catholic Mass 
; first celebrated in a private room. It 
; followed one morning by the Old Catho- 
Mass in the Dutch language and the 
edish Mass, on another, by the Ortho- 
- Liturgy, celebrated by Father Georgi 
rmla, an Estonian priest, and the Angli- 
Mass. This same morning members 
ied in an Agape, consisting of the re- 
ming non-consecrated bread and wine 
n the Orthodox Liturgy. Father Karmla 
ited passages from the Holy Scripture. 
t was surprising and joyful to find how 
the full agreement went. We all agreed 
t much of the differences in the doctrine 
justification are differences of terms. In 
theology of the Roman Catholic Church 
re is one article for what we usually 
into two: justification and sanctifica- 
1. If that is considered we found, the 
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only real difficulty begins with meritum. 

These conversations are no sign of unity, 
but are signs of a longing for unity itself. 
They seem to be very important means for 
mutual understanding and corrections of old 
errors and mistakes. The conversations are 
strictly private and it was a great cause for 
happiness that the Apostolic Vicar of Swe- 
den intends to send a delegate again this 
year. It is very probable that in Sweden 
there exists the most cordial relations be- 
tween the Roman Catholic Church and the 
National Church of any country in the 
world. 


St. Nicholas was Bishop of Myra in 
Greece sometime during the fourth century. 
That is just about all that we know about 
him for sure. The legends and tales about 
him are many in number and his popu- 
larity in the middle ages was tremendous, 
alike in the east and west. Russia was dedi- 
cated under his patronage and in England 
there are about four hundred churches called 
after his name. His many legendary ad- 
ventures have caused him to become the 
patron of sailors, scholars, children, pawn 
brokers and the victim of thieves. 


One interesting story is told of him in 
connection with the Council of Nicea which 
was held in 325 to settle the question of 
our Lord’s divinity which was being de- 
nied by the Arians. St. Nicholas was a 
simple minded person who went not know- 
ing what the row was about, but honestly 
wanting to do his duty. When he began to 
hear the issues thrashed out he quickly 
took the side of the orthodox. In order to 
show what the heretics were doing someone 
exposed the fact that Arian theology had 
been worked into poetry and then set to 
music in an effort to popularize it. The 
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boatmen on the Nile were singing these 
songs as they went about their work. Some 
of the poems or thalia were read and the 
metre was such that the assembly knew 
that the tunes were from very improper 
songs. St. Nicholas was so furious that he 
rushed across the floor and delivered Arius 
a box on the ear. How the story ends we do 
not know. One account says that the coun- 
cil disciplined him by removing him from 
his see for a number of years. Another, and 
more probable, if any of the story can be 
believed, is that later when Arius gained 


power, he had St. Nicholas removed out of — 


revenge. 


The saint is supposed to have died in 352 
and was buried at Myra. He was not allowed 
to rest in peace, for in the eleventh century 
some Venetians stole his bones and carried 
them to Bari in Italy where they are ven- 
erated to this day. 


He is supposed to have presented a bag 
of gold to each of three unfortunate sisters 
who were without dowries. The gift en- 
abled them to find suitable husbands. The 
pawn brokers’ signs represent the three 
bags of gold. Later in honor of his gener- 
osity people began giving presents on St. 
Nicholas’ Day (December 6). The custom 
seems to have become associated with 
Christmas at the time of the Reformation 
when the cult of the saints was widely re- 
jected. But the fat, jolly old man with red 
face and flowing white hair and beard— 
Santa Claus, is really St. Nicholas. His as- 
sociation with Christmas in this country 
was apparently started by the Dutch when 
they settled what is now New York. 


When I reflect, O my God! on the glory 
Thou hast prepared for those who persevere 
in doing Thy will, and on the many labours 
and pains with which Thy Son purchased 
this glory for us—when I remember our 
unworthiness of it, and our obligation to 
be grateful for this immense love, which at 
so heavy a cost to itself, taught us how to 
love—when I consider all this, my soul is 
wrung with anguish. How is it possible, O 
Lord, to forget those mercies, as souls for- 
get them when they offend Thee? 

—St. Teresa of Avila. 


Ascending the Mount 


(Continued from page 48) 


spiritual masters agree. We must not~ 
tempt to judge the value and efficacy 
our mental prayer by the pleasure taken 
it. We should beware of over-emphasis uf 
the sweetness and thrill and fervor which 
beginner in the spiritual way is very apt) 
experience. The sweetness and joy, the seng 
ble consolations of communion with God 

meditation are purely a gift of God, son 
thing to-be gratefully received if vouchsaf 
but never sought. God often sends them 
encouragement and help to the spiritua 
young, and sometimes they are granted oj 
a considerable period. But meditation is hal 
work. The rough climbing comes soone 
later to every soul. The way grows stony a 
briary with temptations and distractiol 
and looks dry and arid indeed. The pilgt 
sweats blood. God seems withdrawn. Aci 
ally He is waiting just beyond in the dat] 
longing for us to persevere in our quest 1} 
Him, a quest which He bounteously rewar 
if we set our wills and persevere. 


i 


| 


; 


We must expect temptations to discot 
agement. Fr. Huntington warns the Fathe 
that prayer involves a conflict with Sat 
“Body and mind naturally droop. It is i 
any feebleness of the spiritual Gift, for f 
Holy Ghost helping our infirmities | 
almighty. Sleepiness, weariness, wanderti 
thoughts, disinclination, apparent fruitles 
ness, are but the power of Satan, which } 
must conquer with the aid of the Spirit” 
God.” The pitfalls are many, and even thé 
weil advanced along the spiritual road may” 
caught off guard. I have long wanted” 
share the following incident with some I 
person who might be growing disconsolé 
and discouraged about his meditations fim 
ing himself dozing off occasionally in 
middle of things. Once when I was a Novi 
late one afternoon after Vespers I sett 
myself for a half-hour meditation in the an 
Chapel. One of the Fathers was seated 
choir, cowl drawn, also beginning his mé 
tation. All was quiet. After some little ti 
I became gradually aware of a gentle sou 
emanating from the direction of the cow 
figure. Could it be that the Reverend Fat 
was snoring? It could, and he was! By # 


ne the Devil had a firm grip upon me and 
s slowly but surely retarding my own as- 
t up the mount. As I struggled to be free 
him and turn away from the distraction, 
denly the sleeping meditator erupted with 
oud snort and a jerk which brought him 
rply back to his senses ! Convulsions over- 
elmed me, and the Devil’s job was com- 
ste. It seems to me now that even our 
essed Lord must have found it amusing, 
d smiled and blessed the weary warrior 
<ing his rest out of time! 

As a closing thought, and a comforting 
e,imay I leave with you something of 
uch our beloved Father Founder was very 
re. Knowing that the life of every man 
10 truly and honestly endeavors to live the 
iristian way will be a lonely one, he wrote: 
dur life must needs be a lonely\life, but 
ere is one companionship which makes up 
r the absence of all others, and this we 
aim in our meditation.” 


The Latest From Santa Barbara 


Your western outpost is busier than 
rer. An enterprising doctor, unacquainted 
ith the ways of Holy Cross Fathers did 
deed undertake to advise one of us to 
ake it easy.” You can imagine how much 
od that did. His patient was last heard 
om on the Peninsula, just south of San 
rancisco. In the other direction, we have 
sited not only San Diego, but the San 
iego Zoo. It is, perhaps you know, the 
90 of American zoos, with great, roomy 
iclosures, and everything to set our 
llow-creatures at ease and encourage 
em to contemplate the varied types of 
umans. The pygmy hippo, fresh from our 
iberia, perhaps—who knows—right from 
ur hinterland, turned rudely back to his 
wimming pool without even grunting at 
s, let alone coming over to snap fingers. 
lo doubt he had seen missionaries be- 
re. But the monkeys rose to the occasion 
nd really gave us a welcome. Indeed you 
ave only to stand in front and clap, and 
ey will leap, swing, scream and turn 
»mersaults as long as there is a gallery. 
Ve went away heavy with thought. Any 
esemblance to habits or traits of ours is 
f course purely fanciful. Yet one can see 
here Darwin got his idea. 
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But to return to Mount Calvary: please 
give thanks with us for several earnest 
groups of laymen who have come here for 
retreat; for the many generous friends who 
helped us at Christmas time, especially for 
a munificent gift to pay off the debt on 
the cubicles; for the growing opportuni- 
ties of preaching, for the visit of the 
Bishop of Los Angeles and his deans. 
And in youre prayers please remember the 
schools of prayer in the Diocese of Olym- - 
pia, in Arizona, at Salinas and Eagle Rock, 
California, and our Holy Week preaching. 

Speaking of preaching engagements away, 
and retreats here, we have a great many 
requests, and Mount Calvary is being used 
more and more all up and down the west 
coast. 


Editor’s Corner 

We are announcing in advance that the 
May issue of the Hoty Cross MaGaZzINE 
is to be a memorial to Father Shirley Car- 
ter Hughson. Had he lived to May the 
third he would have celebrated the fiftieth 
anniversary of the day on which he re- 
ceived his habit as a novice in the Order 
of the Holy Cross. There will be articles 
about his life and work, there will be pic- 
tures and above all there will be some of 
his biographical notes and writings by him. 
We are sure that there are many of his 
former friends and admirers who will want 
this issue. 
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Intercessions 
Please join us in praying for:— 

Father Superior making his annual visi- 
tation to Saint Michael’s Monastery and 
Saint Andrew’s School,. Tennessee, Feb- 
ruary 6-16; confirming and preaching in 
the Diocese of New Jersey. 

Father Packard giving a retreat at Saint 
Mary’s-in-the-Field, Valhalla, New York, 
Ash Wednesday. 

Father Parker giving a school of prayer 
at St. Matthew’s Church, Evanston, Illhi- 
nois, February 26-March 2.” 


Father Gunn giving a retreat for students — 


at Bucknell College, Lewisburg, Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Father Taylor giving missions at Grace 
Church, Alvin, Saint Philip’s Church, 
Hearne, Saint Luke’s Church, Belton, Texas, 
February 5-26. 


Contributors 
The Reverend Hewitt B. Vinnedge is 


on the faculty of Mississippi Southern 
College. 

The Reverend Doctor Gunnar Rosendal 
is pastor of Saint Peter’s Church, Osby, 
Sweden, and a leader of the “Church Re- 
newal” movement. 

The Reverend Marion Matics is rector 
of Saint Andrew’s Church, Mount Holly, 


New Jersey. 


Father Superior preached at ~ Chri 
Church, Bordentown, New Jersey; pr 
fessed Sister Virginia of the Order of Sail 
Helena to junior vows at the convent f 
Helmetta, New Jersey; preached and co 
firmed at Saint Mary’s Church, Tie 
Park, New York. 

Father Kroll preached a mission at Ho 
Trinity Church, Hillsdale, New Jersey. 

Father Parsell preached and showed tl 
Liberian films .at Trinity Church, Crat 
ford, New Jersey. 

Father Gunn took life vows on the Fa 
of Epiphany at Holy Cross Monastery 
preached a mission at the Church of tl 
Good Shepherd, Rocky Mount, Nori 
Carolina; preached at Grace and Holy Tri 
ity Church, Richmond, Virginia. 

Father Hawkins took life vows on tt 
Feast of Epiphany at Holy Cross Mona 
tery. ) . 


Are You Moving? 


Please send us your OLD as well _ 
as the NEW address. Allow four 
weeks for the change to become effect- | 
ive. Please do not ask us to make tem- 
porary changes in address. Thank you. 
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n Ordo of Worship and Intercession Feb. - Mar. 1950 


Wednesday V Mass of Sexagesima col 2) of the Saints 3) ad lib—for the prophetic witness of the clergy 


Thursday V Mass as on February 15—for the faithful departed 


Friday VY Mass as on February 15—for Christian family life 


Of St Mary Simple W gl col 2) St. Simeon BM 3) of the Holy Spirit pref BVM (Veneration)—for the 
order of Saint Helena 


~Quinquagesima Semidouble V col 2) of the Saints 3) ad lib cr pref of Trinity—for Christian reunion 


Monday V Mass of L col 2) of the Saints 3) for the faithful departed 4) ad lib—for the work of the 
Holy Cross Press : 
Tuesday V Mass of L col 2) of the Saints 3) for the faithful departed—for those in civil authority 

Ash Wednesday V Before Mass Blessing and Distribution of Ashes at Mass col 2) of the Saints 3) for 


the living and departed pref of Lent until Passion Sunday unless otherwise directed—for the spirit of 
repentance 


St Peter Damian BCD Double W Mass a) of St Peter gl col 2) feria 3) of Lent 4) Vigil of St. Mat- 


. thias cr LG feria or b) of the feria V col 2) St Peter 3) Vigil 4) of Lent LG Vigil or c) of the Vigil 
_ V col 2) St Peter 3) feria 4) of Lent LG feria—for the Seminarists Associate 


' St Matthias Ap Double II Cl R gl col 2) feria 3) of Lent cr pref of Apostles—for the bishops of the 


Church 


Saturday V Proper Mass col 2) of Lent 3) for the living and departed—for the Confraternity of the Love 
of God 


Ist Sunday in Lent Semidouble V col 2) of Lent 3) for the living and departed cr—for those to be 


_ ordained 


q 


3 


Monday V Proper Mass col 2) of Lent 3) for the living and departed—for the increase of religious vo- 
cations 


Tuesday V Mass as on February 27—for our benefactors 


larch 1 St David BC Double W gl col 2) feria 3) of Lent LG feria (Ember Wednesday)—for the Church 


OE A Se, Se 


Dy 


in Wales 

Thursday V col 2) St Chad BC 3) of Lent—for the Confraternity of the Christian Life 
Ember Friday V Mass as on February 27—for the increase of the ministry 

Ember Saturday V Mass as on February 27—for lay evangelism 


2nd Sunday in Lent Semidouble V col 2) of Lent 3) for the living and departed cr—for parochial Len- 
ten programs : 

SS Perpetua and Felicitas MM Double R gl col 2) feria 3) of Lent LG feria—for Mount Calvary 
Monastery 

St Thomas Aquinas CD Double W gl col 2) feria 3) of Lent cr LG feria—for the Oblates of Mount Cal- 
vary 

Wednesday V Proper Mass col 2) of Lent 3) for the living and departed—for social and economic jus- 
tice 

Thursday V Mass as on March 8—for the Liberian Mission 

Forty Martyrs of Sebaste Double R gl col 2) feria 3) of Lent LG feria—for those in the armed ser- 
vices 

Saturday V Mass as on March 8—for Saint Andrew’s School 

3rd Sunday in Lent Semidouble V col 2) St Gregory BCD 3) of Lent cr—for the perseverance of all 


penitents 


NO OTe & 


Monday V Proper Mass col 2) of Lent 3) for the living and departed—for the ill and suffering 
Tuesday V Mass as on March 13—for the Priests Associate 

Wednesday V Mass as on March 13—for the peace of the world 

Thursday V Mass as on March 13—for the persecuted 


lore: on the days indicated in italics ordinary requiem and (out of Lent) votive Masses may be said. On 
ssser double feasts in Lent Mass may also be said of the feria V col 2) feast 3) of Lent 
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This and hate. 


MSA 


Being a few comments on things in genera 


Sense of Humor oe 


Fr. Hughson had such a grand sense of 
humor. He always carried a score of 
newspaper clippings, and we can see him 
now, fumbling through his little engage- 
ment book, and at last finding the one 
he wanted to share with you. This one, 
from the New York Herald Tribune of 
August 15, 1944, never failed to bring 
out his biggest grin, and most contagious 
chuckle, 

“A liberal is a person with high- 
pressure feeling; low-pressure thinking, 
and a constant urge to give away what 
belongs to somebody else.” 


Athletes of God eixenks 


Our difficulty in procuring copies of 
this book from England would try the 
patience of the Saints. First we were told 
it was binding; months later that it was 
printing; months later that it was still 
printing! Well, we haven’t given up. 
Latest advice from S.P.C.K. is that we 
may expect to have copies next May, or 
June, or would it be July? We stake our 
last shreds of reputation on June, 1950. 


Prices and Profits ie 


Printing prices continue their gay up- 
ward course. Where it will all end no one 
seems to know. Take our word for this— 
we are not going to close shop, but the 
truth is our burden gets heavier and 
heavier. Think of this when you may, 
perhaps, send in 10 cents for one copy of 
a ten-cent Tract. Let us say the Tract 
cost us 4% cents to print. Envelope which 
brings it to you cost us 1 cent. The label 
cost another cent. The stamp 1% cents. 
Time cost ? ? Well, there you are. As a 
matter of fact some Tracts selling at 10 
cents, cost us even more than 4% cents 
to print. 


Thanks for November aaa 


Our appeal for copies of the November 
1949, issue brought such a generous re- 
sponse that we must use this means tay 
say, “Thank you”. 


Where is West Park??? 

Situated on the west bank of the Hud- 
son about eighty miles north of New York | 
City. We have a Post Office—three fill-_ 
ing stations— grocery store — parish 
Church—summer hotel—summer cabins . 
—a swanky restaurant, and also three | 
others (one is called the “Tank and. 
Tummie”!)—the Hudson Shore Labor . 
School—Christian Brothers—The Mother - 
Cabrini Convent and School for Girls—_ 
Wiltwyck School for Boys—Marist_ 
Brothers—a little gray school house. | 
That’s about it. HOLY CROSS, om 
course. Our telephone exchange is Eso- | 
pus, pronounced E-so-pus, not ess-o-puss, | 
nor yet e€-sop-us. | 


Don’t Waste Postage 2 fate 


-We do not have mail delivery in West 
Park, so please save your Special De- | 
livery stamps. But make Money Orders ' 
and Postal Notes payable at West Park, | 
INjoY 


How to reach West Park cone 


If you motor, we are right on 9-W, | 
about 10 miles south of Kingston. Or 8 
miles north of Highland which is directly 
across the river from Poughkeepsie. The | 
Mid-Hudson bridge charges 25c for a car ; 
5c if you walk! The West Shore branch 
of the New York Central stops at West 
Park. If you use the main line get off at 
Poughkeepsie and continue by Mountain 
View Coach which passes our gate. The | 
Greyhound Line direct from New York 
City. 
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Press Notes 
_ THE PASSION OF THE KING by 


the late Father Hughson is an excellent 
‘little book of Meditations for Lent. 
The daily meditations are brief and 
especially suited for busy people, but 
each outline can be expanded for those 
with more time at their disposal. The 
book is pocket-size. The price is 50c. 

We have many fine books suitable for 
Lenten reading. THE WARFARE OF 
THE SOUL is a study of the life of 
temptation, and shows us how to engage 
in our daily battle with the forces of 
evil. Price is $2.08 Postpaid. 

We continue to receive a number of 
letters commending in the highest 
terms Father Hughson’s magnum opus 
WITH CHRIST IN GOD. Many pre- 
dict that it will become a classic in the 
library of spiritual writings. One per- 
son writes, “I have read it with great 
care, just a few paragraphs at a time, 
and plan to work through it again this 
coming Lent. It has helped me to un- 
derstand, for the first time, (although I 
was confirmed in the Episcopal Church 
as a young man), the real meaning of 
the interior life in Christ. I want to 
thank you most heartily for having pub- 
lished it.” Actually, the book is pub- 
lished by the S.P.C.K., London, but we 


have the American “rights”. 


The New Edition of STATIONS OF | 


THE CROSS should be ready by the 
time this notice is in print. We en- 
larged the page-size, and the type, to 
make for easier reading. 

The Second Edition of ST. AUGUS- 
TINE’S PRAYER BOOK is, we are told, 
a “great improvement”. Here again we 
enlarged all type. Lower price, too. 

Last month we carried a large ad 
from Canterbury College. Certainly this 
Church College deserves the full sup- 
port of all Catholics. 


Have you made your Lenten Rule? 
Don’t put it off. Plan now to keep a 
good Lent. A LITTLE COMMENTARY 
ON A RULE OF LIFE by the late Fr. 
Vernon tells how to make a Rule. Each 
‘15 Cents. Dozen, or more, 12 Cents each. 


LOWER PRICES ON FINE CHURCH LINENS 
due to sterling devaluation! We offer all custom- 
ers NOW a reduction of 15% on 1949 list. Order 
promptly while supplies are good. We pay postage 
charges. Samples free. 


MARY FAWCETT CO. 


Plainfield, N. J. 


SHRINE OF OUR LADY OF CLEMENCY 


Continuous Novena 


Write for Booklet 


ST. CLEMENT’S CHURCH 
20th & Cherry Philadelphia (3) 


ST. MARY’S SCHOOL 
MOUNT SAINT GABRIEL 
PEEKSKILL-ON-HUDSON, N. Y. 
BOARDING SCHOOL FOR GIRLS 


ant SS MASS tal and General Courses. Music, Art, 
Dramatics, Riding, Modified Kent Plan. Under the care 
of the Sisters of Saint Mary. 


For Catalogue address 


Box 146 


THE SISTER SUPERIOR 


Shirley Carter Hughson 
O. H. C. 


THE WINE OF GOD 


Meditations Cloth $1.00 
PLEDGES OF HIS LOVE 
Meditations Cloth $1.00 


THE INFANT KING 


Meditations for Christmas and Epiphany 
Paper 60c 


THE PASSION OF THE KING 


Meditations for Lent Paper 50c 


OUR FAMILIAR DEVOTIONS 
Paper 25c 


THE SEVEN SACRAMENTS 
Paper 40c 


A LITTLE BOOK OF OUR LADY 
For Meditating on Rosary 25c 


TRACTS 
ANGLICAN CHURCH AND 
HENRY VIII, 5c 
OUR BELOVED DEAD, 5c 
(Single Copies 10c Cash with order) 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED, 10c 
WHAT IS A RETREAT?, 10c 


WHAT ARE THE SACRAMENTS? 
10c 


WHY THE CLOISTERED LIFE? 
10c 


SPIRITUAL COMMUNION, 10c 
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the Church Pesaey bund 


and its subsidiaries 
administered for the benefit of 
the Church 


The Church Hymnal 


Corporation 


Publishers of The Hymnal; Hymnal 1940 
Companion; Book of Common Prayer; A 
Prayer Book for Soldiers and Sailors; 
Book of Offices; Stowe’s Clerical Direc- 
tory. 


The Church Life Insurance 


Corporation 


Offers low cost insurance and annuity 
contracts to clergy, lay officials and active 
lay workers of the Church, either volun- 
tary or paid, and their immediate families, 
Services incluffde individual insurance 
urogramming and assistance to parish offh- 
cials in preparing and establishing plans 
for retirement of lay employees. 


The Church Fire Insurance 


Corporation 


Low cost fire, windstorm and extended 
coverage insurance on property owned by 
or closely affiliated with the Church and 
on the residences and personal property 
of the clergy. 


Further information available by 
addressing any of the above at 


20 Exchange Place, New York 5, N. Y. 


ST. HILDA GUILD, Ine. 


147 EAST 47th STREET 
New York 


Church Vestments, Ecclesiastical Embroideries and Altar 
Linen. Conference with reference to the adornment of 


Churches. 
Telephone: Eldorado 5-1058 


SAINT ANNE’S SCHOOL 


181 Appleton Street Arlington Heights 
Massachusetts 


; A BOARDING SCHOOL FOR GIRLS 
Kindergarten through high school, conducted by the 
Sisters of Saint Anne. Near Boston. Terms moderate. 


Address 
The Sister Secretary 


% 
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SOWERS 
PRINTING COMPANY 
Lebanon, Pennsylvania 


PERIODICALS and BOOKS 
General Commercial Printing 
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The Anglican Missal 


Revised American Edition 


Bound in Red fabrikoid with Gold edge 
leather tabs, ribbon markers. Printed o1 
slightly tinted thin paper of rag content. 


Ordinary and Canon 
in Two Colors 
$50.00 


The People’s Missal 


Price 


~. Bound in Blue Cloth f 
Price $5.00 } 


THE FRANK GAVIN 
LITURGICAL FOUNDATION 


Mount Sinai, Long Island, N. Y 


SISTERS OF ST. MARY 


Cards, Illuminations to order, Church Embroide } 
Linen or Silk: Saint Mary’s Convent, Peekskill, N 


Rosaries: Saint Mary’s-in-the-Field, Valhalla, 


RETREATS 1 
St. Martin’s House, Bernardsville, New Jet 


Metropolitan Groups (Mixed) limit 30; Confratern 
Guilds, S. C. K.; Associate Memberships; own dire 
Address for Schedule reservations Edwin S. Utley, 1 
72nd Street, New York 23, N. Y. 


OUR BELOVED DEAD 
By Fr. Hucuson, O.H.C. 


Send for this Tract, which explains the teach 
of the Church about the Faithful Departed. 


THE GUILD OF ALL SOULS 


The Rev'd Franklin Joiner, D.D. : 
2013 Apple Tree Street, Philadelphia, 3 


HANSMAN & WINTER 


INC. 
THE PRINTERS 


231 - 233 Main St., Poughkeepsie, N. 
Book and Job Work Our Specialty 


